
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-16

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS, AMENDING ARTICLE XV. OUTDOOR 
LIGHTING, OF CHAPTER 5 - BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS - 
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CLARIFYING DEFINITIONS AND 
ESTABLISHING ADDITIONAL OUTDOOR LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 
TO MEET MINIMUM STANDARDS SET FORTH IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL DARK SKY ASSOCIATION COMMUNITY GUIDELINES .

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS:

Section 1. T h at, SECTION 5-502 . - Definitions, of ARTICLE :A\!. OUTDOOR LIGHTING ,
of CHAPTER 5 - BUILDINGS AND BUILDI  NG REGULATI ONS, of the Code of 
Or  dinance s, i s h ereby amended by additi on of th e fo llowi n g definitions:

FL'v:ttm: means the comp  lete assemb ly that hold s or contains a lamp, includin g any 
elements designed to p rovide lig ht outpu t control such as a r e fl ector o r refractor, 
the ballast and hou sin g.

F11!/y shie/ded.fi:x:tures mean s fixtures, as in sta  lled , that are designed or shie  ld ed in such 
a manner that all lig h t ra ys emitted by the fixture, either directly from the lumin aires 
or indirectl y from the fixture, are not permitted to project above a horizontal pl ane 
run nin  g throug  h the lowe s t point on the fixture where light is emitted. See Figu r es 
A and C for examp les o f acceptable lighting fixture s, and Figure B for examp les of 
unacceptable fixture s.

N et am mean s the unit of land area whic h com  prises an acre, le ss that portion o f 
land ar ea covered b y a n y building.

Section 2. That, SECTI ON 5-502 . - Definition s, of r\RTICLE A.'V. OUTDOOR LIGHTING,
of CHAPTER 5 - BUILDINGS AND BUILD ING REGULATIONS, of the Code of 
Ordinances, is hereb  y amended b y d e letion of the fo ll owing definition:

'Pl rl/ mt-qjfjixtures mean s fi.'l:tures, as insta  lled, that arc designed or shielded in such
a manner that all lig h t rays emitted b y the fixture, either directly from the lumin aires 
or indirectl y from the fixture, are not permitted to project above a horizontal plane 
running t h roug  h the lowest point o n the fixture where ligh t is emitted. See Figures 
r\ , D and E for examples of acceptab  le lig htin g fixtures, and Figures C and 1: .. for 
examp les of unacceptable fL'l:ture s.

Section 3 . That, SECTION 5-504 . - Nonconforming existing lighting, of ARTICLE :A'V.
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OUT  D OOR LJG H TING, o f C H APTE R 5 BUILDINGS 1-\ND BUILDING
REGULAT I ONS, of the Cod e of Ordinances, i s her eb y deleted in it s entirety, a n d the fo ll ow  ing 
s ub sti tuted therefore:

Sec. 5- 504. - No  nconformin g ex is tin g li g htin  g .

A ll ex  is tin g Out  d oo r lig htin  g that was lega ll y in sta ll e d before th e effective dat  e of thi s 
Ar  ticle , a nd that does not com  pl y with the sta ndard  s, rule s a nd regulations established by 
this Article s h a ll be de  e med n onco nformin  g. No n co nformin g ex  i sti n g Outdoor lig htin g shall 
be brou  g ht int  o co mpli a n ce with thi s Ar ticle up o n the earlier o f:

(a) r\11 n o nc  o n for  min g existing O utd oor li g htin  g locate d on a property for w hich a n 
a ppli ca ti on for a conditional u se permit  , s ubdi  v isio n approval, building permi  t for 
co n s tructi  o n of a new building or sit  e plan permit, is mad  e s hall be brought int  o 
compliance with thi s Article b efore final in spec ti o n, i ss u a nce o f a cer tifi c a te of 
occ up a nc  y, final pl at rec  o rdati o n , or occ  upan cy of t he impro  ve ment  , whichever is 
applicable .

(b) r \ll maintenance o f nonconforming ex  isti n g Outdoor li g hting, s uch as repair s that do 
n o t includ e replac e ment o f the fixture part of th e lig ht, c han gi  n g bulb s and the like is 
exempt from the p rovisio n s of thi s o rdin a nce. A n y other repairs o r r e placements are 
required t o comply with th e pr  ov isi o n s o f this A rticle.

(c) A ll exis ting nonconformin  g Outdoor Lighting, including City streetlights, s h all b e 
b ro  u g ht int  o compliance with the r e quir  e m e nt  s o f thi s A rticl e o n or b efo re May 1, 2029. 
The C i ty Manager shall ha  ve discretion to grant exemptions for existing n o nconformin g 
Outdoor I ,ighting of church stee ple s aft  e r May 1, 2029, b ase d upon preservation o f the 
C ity's hi s t oric stee  ple a rchitectu re and cityscape.

Section 4. That, SECTION 5-505. - F ull cut-off, s hieldin  g and total outdoor lig ht o utput 
s tand ards  , o f A RTI CLE :Av. OUT  D OO  R LIGHTING, o f C H A PT  E R 5 - BUILDINGS AN D 
B U ILDI NG REGULATIONS, of the Co  d e of Ordinances, is hereb y deleted in its e ntire ty a nd 
the fo llow  ing s ub  s tituted therefore :

Sec. 5 - 505  . - Ge n era l Ou td oo  r Lighting Standards

(a) Streetlights in sta lled , r e p aired, or replaced o n and a fter t h e e ffective date s hall be Fully 
s hielded fi xtu re s in or  der to limit lig ht tre sp ass (See F igur  e A) a nd s hall ha ve a correlated 
co  lor temperature of 3000K or le ss. City stree tli g ht  s in sta lled before th e effec  ti ve date 
o f thi s O rdinance s hall be brou  g ht into compliance with the requirements of this A rticle 
on or b efore May 1, 2 029, includin  g but n ot limited to the installation of Fully s hield e d 
fixture s in order to limit lig ht tres  pa ss (See F ig ure A ) and ha v in g a co rrela te d co  lor 
t e mp  era tur  e o f 3000  K or le ss .
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(b) .All Out  d oo  r li g htin  g, except streetlights a nd a s otherwise spec ific all y permitted by thi s 
Arti  cle, sha ll b e (1) F ully shielded fixtures, (2) the Luminous eleme n ts of th e fixtu re sh all 
n ot be v isible from any o th er proper  ty and th e fixture sh all h ave a correl a te d co  lor 
temperature of 3000K or less. (See Figure C for examples of acceptable lig ht fi xtures. 
Sec Figure B for examp les o f unacceptable light fi xture s. See figure A for shi eldin g 
illu stra ti on.) 

(c) O utdo  o r lig htin  g fi x ture s with a m ax imum output of 300 lumen s p er fixture, re ga rdl ess 
o f the numb  e r of bulb s, m ay be left un s hie ld e d , p rov id ed that the fixture ha s an o paqu e 
top to pre  ve nt lig ht from shinin  g dir  ectly up a nd th e source o f the lig h t is n o t v isi bl e 
from any oth e r property. O utd oo  r li g htin  g fi x ture s wi th a m aximum outp  ut of 600 
lum e n s per fi xtu re, r ega rdl ess of the number of bulb s, ma  y be shield ed with a colored 
len s, prov  ided such le n s reduc es th e lum e n o utput in half, the fixture ha s a n o paque top 
to p revent lig ht from sh i nin g directly up  , and the source of the lig h t is n ot vi sible fr o m 
an y o ther proper  ty. The agsrregate lumen o utput from all fixture s se t forth in this Section 
5-505(c) shall not excee d twen ty percent (20%) of the all owa bl e aggregate total Outdoor 
lig htin  g set forth in Sec ti o n 5 -505(d ). 

(d ) The aggregate t o tal O utdo or lighting o n an y res idential property shall n ot exceed 1 7,500 
lumen s per net acre. The aggregate total Outdoor lig htin g o n any non  - re sidential 
property shall n o t exceed 75,000 lum e n s p e r n et acre, unless approved in writing b y the 
City Manager. 

(e) Ou  td oo  r lig hting a t public and private o utd oo  r recr  e ati o nal facilities, including but not 
limited to pla  yi ng fields, arenas, tracks, and sw imming p oo ls: (1) shall be Full y shi eld ed 
fixtures, (2) tl1e Luminous ele ments o f the fixtur e shall n ot b e v isible from an y adjacent 
pro p e rty, and (3) s hall compl  y with the levels o f illuminati o n consistent w ith t h e JESNA 
"Recommend ed Practice for Sports and Recreati o n al , \rea Lighting" (I ESNA RP -6 - 10) 
or succe ssor reco  mm e ndation s for the class of pla y appropriate for the kinds of facilities 
in the City.

Section 5. That, SECT I ON 5-508 - Lighting c urfew  s, o f A RT ICLE :Av. OUTDOOR 
LIGHTING, of CH  , \P  TE R 5 - BU ILDI NGS AND BUILDING REGULAT  IO NS, o f the 
Code of Ordinances, is here b y amend ed b y addition of th e following sub  sec ti o n (c) :

Sec . 5-508 - Lighting curfews

(c) The Ci ty Ma nage r shall ha  ve di sc reti o n to d ete rmin e wh e n and under w hat 
circumstances new public ou  td oor lig htin g is warranted and will b e p ermitted, based 
up o n publi c safe ty ha zar d s or conce  rn s that can o nl y b e miti ga te d b y additional public 
o utd  oor li g htin g . The Ci ty Ma nage r sh all have di scre tion to d e termin e th e adapti  ve 
co  ntro ls or curfews to be emp  loye d in all future in st allatio n s o f public o utd  oor lig htin g, 
co n sideri n g th e circ um  s tances indicatin g the need for said public outdoor lig hting based 
o n the presence or absence of citizens on public property or rights o f way. For the
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pu rposes of this subsectio  n , " publi c o utd  oo r lig  htin g" s h all b e de fin ed as all C i ty pu b li c 
s t reet lig htin  g a nd out  d oo  r lig htin g o n ot  h er C i ty p ro  p erty a nd City owne  d rig h ts-of­ 
way.

Section 6 . Th at, SECTI ON 5-509(b) - a sub sec ti o n o f SECT  I ON 5 - 509 - P ro hibiti o n s, of
,-\R  T ICLE X V . OUTD OO  R LI G HTI NG, o f C H AP TE  R 5 - B UI L D I GS 1\ N D B U I L DI NG 
REG UL.A TTONS, o f the Co  de o f O rdin a n ces, is h e r e b y del e t ed in its entirety a nd th e fo ll owi ng 
sub s tituted th e refo r e :

Sec. 5 - 509 - P ro h ibi tio n s

(b) T he in sta lla ti on o f a n y wa ll p ac k sty le fi xtur  e for u se as O u t d oor ligh ti n g is p ro h ib i t ed 
u n le ss th e fi xtur  e is ra te d b y th e m a n ufac ture r as F ull y s hield ed. Exa m p le s o f accepta bl e 
wa ll p acks , w h e n m ou nt  ed wi t h lig ht di rec t ed d ow  n war d on  ly arc s h ow n i n Fig ure C.

Section 7 . T h a t , SECTI  ON 5- 5 09(c) - a sub  sec ti o n o f SECTI O 5 - 509 - P ro hi b itio n s, of 
, \RTT CLfa XV. OU  TD OO R LI  G HTI NG, of C H APTE  R 5 - BU ILDI NGS r\ D BU ILDI NG
Rl~G UL.A.T I O NS, o f th e Cod e of Ordin a nc es, is h e reb y dele t ed in it s e ntir  ety a nd th e fo llow  in g 
sub s titu te d th e r efo r e:

Sec. 5- 5 09 - Prohibiti o n s

(c) T he in sta ll a ti o n o f an y b arn- lig h t sty le fi xtu re fo r u se as O utd oor lig h ti n g is p ro hibite d 
u nl ess th e fi xture includ es a fu ll o p aque r e fl ec to r in stea d of t h e s tand a rd tra n slu ce nt le n s 
a nd o th e rw is e co mpli  es with th e shiel d in g re quire m enrs o f thi s ,-\ rticl e. r\n exa m p le of 
b arn - lig ht s tyle with a n d with o ut th e r equ ire d o p aq u e r e fl ec to r is sh ow n in P igure C.

Section 8. T h a t, SECTI O 5 - 5 11 (a) - a sub  sec tio n of SECT  JO 5-5 1 1 - Exe  mpti o n s, o f
ARTI CLE A.\/  . OUTD OO  R LIG  HTI NG, of C H APTE  R 5 - BU ILD   I GS r\ D BU ILDI  NG 
REG UL L\TI ONS, o f the Cod e o f O rdin a n ces, i s h e re by d eleted in its e ntir e t y.

Section 9. Th at, SEC  TI ON 5 - 5 1 l (b) - a s ub  sec ti o n o f SECTI ON 5-5 11 - Ex  empti o n s, o f
A RTI CLE A.\l  . OU  TD OO R LI G H T I G, of CHAPTER 5 - BU ILD INGS I \ ND B U IL D I G 
R EGULr\TI O S, o f th e Co  d e o f O rdi na nc es, is h e r e b y d e le te d in it s e ntir ety.

Section 10. T h a t FIGURES :\ , B, C, D , E, F, and G, o f ART I CLE X V. OUTD OO R
LIG HT I G, of C HAPT  E R 5 - BU I L D! GS .AN D BU ILDI G REG UL \ T I O S, of t h e 
Code o f O rdin a n ces , a rc h e r eby de  le ted i n their entirety, a nd th e FI GURES .A, 13, a nd C attac h e d 
h e reto a rc substitute d th erefore.
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{End of code text}

Section 11. Severability or Inva lidity. If an y pro  vis ion of this ordinance or the app lic a ti on
hereo f to any perso  n or circumstance i s held in  va lid , such invalidity shall not affect other 
provis ions or appli catio  n s of th e o rdin an ce w hi ch can be given effect with out defeating the 
purp  ose or objec ti ve o f the p rovis io n s, and to thi s end, the provision s of t hi s ordinance are 
declared to be severab le.

Section 12. Repealer. A ll o rdin a nc  es and p arts of ordinances in co  nfli ct with the provisions of
this ordinanc e a re h ere b y repea  led .

Sect  ion 13. Effective Dat  e . This o rdinan ce sh all be effective o n and after J un e 1 , 2019.

PASSED AND APPR OVE  D o n this the 6th day of May, 2019.

KIT   EST:

~
Daniel J ones, Ci ty Attorney

/"'

/J \ r« 1 · 1-;/, vv~ t/7 4 ti-lvv
Linda Langerhans; Mayo r 

City of Frederi cks burg, Texas
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Examples of Acceptab le & Unacceptabl e Lighting Fixtures

Unacceptable/Not Comp liant
Fixtures !hat produce glare and hght trespas s

Unshielded Fk>achghts
or Poor1y-snielded FlcxxWghts

Drop·Lcns & Sag-Lons FiXturos
w f exposed bulb I rcfracior lens

Unshielded SrreeWgh1

~
Unshielded SollarCls Unshio~

Barnl;~; LJLJ

Louvered'Manne'style
F1xrures

Unshicldod
PAR

Floodhghrs

Unshielded~

W
PoriOd· Style
Fixture~ ~

' /' . ~

~, : ( .

-...__
·· -~rop·Lens Canopy 

---..~- .•• _Fixtures .--

_.. ~ ~.::.:-:t=i;::.---

FIGUREB

Acceptable/Compliant
Fixtures that shield the tight sourca 10 m1n1m1ze glare and hght

trespass and to fac»itatc be1ter vision al night

Full Cu1ott Streetlight

~

Fully Shi~
Barn L~h~v LJ

Sh1eld00 I
Properly·ain>ed PAR

Floodligh1s

Fully Shielded
Walkway
Bollan:!s

FIGUREC


